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https://youtu.be/RPbApw21Hq8



One really important thing architecture can 
do is connect people. I think as architects 
we should make people feel good in their 
surroundings and the people surrounding 
them. In our instant city project, social con-
nection was really important. Our ‘shelter’ 
was a common space. Here people could 
come together to eat, relax, talk, dance, 
share experiences, to make social con-
nections. There were white tables to paint 
together. Also everybody could hang their 
empty bottles/cans on the square to be 
really part of the experience and the ar-
chitecture. The urban planning drawing is 
a redesign of the situation where the com-
mon space is in the middle and accessible 
for everybody. The other shelters are orga-
nized around the square in a way they re-
ach their full benefit. The video “Lifecycle 
of Matadero” is the result of a workshop in 
Madrid. In this workshop we had to change 
a space, our idea was to change spaces 
in to a refugees centre. Like this abando-
ned architecture could be a social soluti-
on. To save the world and to cope with its 
changes we also need social connection. 
Could architecture be part of the solution?
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With technology a lot of things are possi-
ble. Architects always have to use tech-
nology, either if it’s really complicated or 
simple technology, it’s always part of archi-
tecture. For our shelter we wanted to use 
simple technology, it should be easy to put 
together on the beach and to take apart 
in the morning. We did this with the system 
shown in the left corner. This worked, but 
was harder to take apart than thought. As 
an improvement we used a premade sys-
tem of connectors. Like this it’s faster and 
easier to connect and disconnect all parts. 
To make transportation easier the pipes 
are made shorter (1m instead of 2m), two 
short pipes will be connected to make a 
big pipe. Another improvement we made; 
using guy-lines instead of crosses, like this 
the square is even more open, and ac-
cessible from all sides. We also made ham-
mocks to sleep or relax in, these hammocks 
can also be used as windshields and bags 
to put all the materials in, like this it’s easier 
to transport the shelter. Another simple 
technic we utilized is using a safety blanket 
as cover for our ‘fridge’, like this we kept 
the heat out during the warm sunny day.  
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With all the climate problems we’ve got 
nowadays, it’s really important to go green, 
recycle as much as we can and make 
self-sufficient houses. With these houses 
you’re not only doing the right thing for our 
world, you are also independent. Indepen-
dence is a kind of safety, if no one else can 
safe you, it’s really good to know that you 
can safe yourself. That’s why we took our 
safety blankets to the beach. As we didn’t 
make a place to sleep, but a social space, 
we could still always sleep under our safe-
ty blankets and be warm. Independence 
is also not depending on somebody. We 
made a simple square, in the patent dra-
wing all materials are listed. With a short 
explanation everybody could make this 
square. Nobody needs us for this, every-
body could do this independently. During 
the workshop with Ruri, we looked at how 
Spain would look like if the sea-level would 
rise with 65m. I made a solution where all 
cities could have their own dome and be 
independent. To still be able to have (so-
cial) connection, there will be pipes bet-
ween these domes. But they could survive 
independently.
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In architecture you can’t ignore esthetics. 
Whatever you’ll make, it will always have a 
certain appearance. And although some 
people might find something really beau-
tiful while some others might not, I believe 
some things people just get a good feeling 
of. And I would always try to make the-
se kinds of spaces. In Huelva we put a lot 
of work and love in our square. We used 
coloured thread to make a roof full of wi-
res, which might remind you of dreamcat-
chers. On the roof we hang bottles, where 
the sunlight came through and gave the 
square a special atmosphere. Later we 
used the same bottles for candles, the-
se gave the space a new, more cosy at-
mosphere.  To make the bottles look more 
special, we put threat around them. These 
personal touches made the square diffe-
rent. Also the sound of the bottles clinging 
and touching each other was part of our 
esthetics. For the cities in the domes, the-
re will be a special esthetic too. You’ll be 
able to see the underwater life by going to 
the edges of the city. This will give the city 
a new and special atmosphere. Imagine a 
view like that!
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Light will also be always a part of architec-
ture. We need light. Natural light is healthier, 
more beautiful but also not consuming 
energy. Therefore we should try to use as 
much natural light as we can. Light is not 
only needed, it can also completely chan-
ge an atmosphere. Different colours and 
the intensity of light can change a space 
completely. In the Crystal Palace in Madrid 
you could see the power of natural light in 
a special and inspirational way. Light in the 
domes will be used in the same way. In our 
instant city project we used the light to get 
a special atmospheres. During the day the 
threads and bottles made different kind of 
shadows. And the light shining through the 
bottles gave a special, playful look. During 
the evening and night there were candles 
in the bottles. This made the space very 
cosy. From all shelters people came to the 
light to sit at the social square. These lights 
made the social connection stronger. 
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Actions can change things. It can change 
a situation, the look of something or the 
way people think. Most of the time, to be 
able to really change something you first 
need to change people’s minds. This can 
be done with an action. Like the art of Ruri 
where we participated in for a week. This 
art shows how cities will be floated if the 
see level rises. To make people realise that 
they might have to change something they 
first need to see the problem. In Madrid our 
‘action’ was to bring to attention that refu-
gees ‘have no face’ they’re only seen as 
refugees and not as the persons they are. 
Our trip to Huelva was a big action to chan-
ge our own minds. If we design something, 
are we also able to build it? Will it be as we 
thought it would be? This action changed 
my point of view of designing. The action 
of making our square was part of our expe-
rience. Everybody who liked could join us. 
And during the whole stay people could 
hang their bottles on our square. For the 
subject ‘Architecture theory 3’ we had to 
make a magazine with a manifesto. A ma-
gazine is also a way to change people’s 
mind. In this magazine WHOLE the use of 
smartphones is criticised.

WH            OLE

First edition  |  December 2017  |  www.whole.com 

https://issuu.com/laura.beckeringh/docs/whole
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To make architecture more than just space 
between walls it needs to be in some way 
personal. To feel good in your own space 
it needs to be personal. I don’t want to live 
in the exact same space as you. For the 
subject ‘Architecture Theory 3’ we had to 
show how we would like our office to look 
like in the future (my office in the left up-
per corner). The differences between the-
se spaces were huge. Therefor to make 
people feel good in their space, I’d like to 
make personal spaces. For me the Norman 
Foster Foundation was really inspirational. 
Norman Foster does a lot of hand dra-
wings. These make his way of communica-
ting more personal. He makes architecture 
that is different, he is really involved in his 
architecture, his architecture is personal. 
For our instant city we made a personal 
space made to share with everybody. Per-
sonal doesn’t necessarily means only for 
you. Personal is an extra value. Personal is 
different than the rest.




